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As a young man | studied to be a doctor, taking 

care also to learn navigation and mathematics 

useful to those who intend to travel, as | always 

believed that sometime or other it would be 

my fate, 
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in 1699, at e time when 1 was meking 
almost no monay as a doctor, and my 


family was in need, ! took a job aboerd 4 
a ship called the Antelope. = 


-- We were sailing toward the 
„East Indies, when the 
„trip ended suddenly, We 
4 hed hita rock. 


i thought the others were dead, 
so | swam where the current us , 
took me until. ,.. wk ik 


..../ reached some unknown 
land and fell asteep exhausted. 


| woke up surprised and 
unable to move. 


XI couldn't telt if | was being welcomed 
or not. | soon found out that ! was 
welcome, and other surprises 
followed. 


A drug to make me sleep hed, gay 
been mixed into the wine at '* ey 
my feast and In the following | 

hours... å 


| was carrled to an empty 

temple near the capitol clt 

where the King of this and 

which was called Lilliput, 

was tq visit me, 
bi 


Some 600 people ware called 
to care for me. Inside the 
temple a bad was made out af same 
of their beds, and six of the King's 
scholar set aut to teach mo their language. 


As they got to know me, they let me 
entertain them, 


ķi 
Finaiļy the day came when 
1 said 1 would be loyai to 
the Lilliputian govarnment, | 
and | was given my liberty. 


1 was then allowed to visit 
the capitol, Mildendo. 


Ail tha townapesale had 
baan warned to stay off the 
streets. 


| had never seen such 
beauty. And so | came to know 


something of these people 


Ny 
w . . . the question of the 


A strange disagreement H roper end for breakin 
divided the people of y ES The legal ani 
Lilliput... . i approved way was always 
from the small end. Many 
“Big Endians’’ or those 
who broke their eggs the 
other way had run to the 
neighboring island of 
Bleftuscu where Wey were 
welcomed by the King of 
that land. 


Indeed, the Blefusctan navy was just 
then preparing to attack Liltiput. 


Atithe sight of me the enemy 
jumped from their ships and swam 
for shore. 


Pe ne ae A 
My return to Lilliput was warmi 
‘welcomed, but | had unknowingly 
mede the Admiral of the-Lilliputian 
$ navy jealous. 


ant | 


Much to my shock, | found | 
had already been tried and 
convicted of treason, and was 
to be punished in three days 
time, 


Sadly | understood 
that | must leave 
this fair land. 


And so | again 
crossed to 
Blefuscu.... 


Three days later | made a 
lucky discovery. 


A smail boat had been 
driven close to shore by a 


Then having received the King’s permission and help, the more 
difficult work began. 


We worked together every day for a 


month.... 


Until at last all that remained was to 
get food and drink for my trip. 


sr dm So ail being ready, | sent for | 
— his Majesty's men, thanked 

=<, them kindly, and set outto f 

\ M sea once more. 


Letting the winds and weather 
| take me where they would, in 
| two days ! spotted a ship. 


| was very happy 
at the hope of 
seeing my home 
again. 


The Captain treated me kindly 
and asked to hear my story. 
Although at first, he thought | 
was mad, | showed him proof 
which made him believe that 1 
was tailing the truth, 


J, So | raturned to my femily and 
country and stayed for a while, | 
earning money by telling about 
my adventures in Lilliput. 


But liking adventure, | again took to 
the sea, this time aboard the Adventurer, 
headed for the Cape of Good Hope. 


For a year ail went well, until we were blown off course by a storm, 
and cama to a land unknown to even the oldest sailor among ys. 


| joined a graup that was going 
ashore fer watar, but hoping to 
find a better view, | wandered 
off to climb some racks. 


Suddenly, | saw a 
man rewing for dear 
life away from a graat 

(7 Graature who stood 
on the shora. | ran, 
hoping to find som 
safety and a view of 
the cayntry. 


| found myself in grass over twenty 
feet high. 


Then | came to the edge of the 
field. Just then | heard what | 
ki thought was thunder, but 
turning around. ... 


Y realized | was as small in this 
country as a Lilliputian would be 
in mine. Things are only big or 
small when they are compared to 
something else. 


After looking at me for 

| some time, the farmer who 
stood before me picked me ayy 
up as if i were a small A 
dangerous animai, 


1 spoke some vords, and he seemed 
pleased with my voice, placed me_ 
in his pocket, and carried me to his 
house. 


Here my travels almost 

ended, but | was quickly rescued 
and placed in the tine care of gheir 
nine-year-old daughter. 


Soon she had made me 
seven shirts. ... 


....and insisted on bathing 
me frequently. She taught 
me the language, calling 
out the name of anything | 
pointed to. 


Being the talk of the 
neighborhood, | was one day 
visited by an old farmer who 
was a miser* and had eyes so 
like moons that ! could not 

help laughing. 


He gave my master 
some advice. ... 


The following market day | 
was put in a box and carried 
to town, 


A room was hired and a man 

sent Out to spread the news of 
a strange creature, me, to be 
seen at the Sign of the Green 
Eagle, 


That day | was 
shown to twelve sets 
of company. | performed 
tricks and speeches for their , 
amusement. My show 
brought so much money to 
the farmer that he decided 
to carry me on tour to bigger 
cities. 


In the following weeks | saw much of this county Brobdingnag. But 
daily horseback travel, even in the loving hands of the farmer’s 
daughter, left me badly shaken. 


Wherever we stopped, 
endless crowds paid to 
see me. | was worked 
for most of every day, 
but the more money 

my master got by me, the 
mora he wanted, until, 
growing waaker, end weaker, | 
began to fear for my life. 


Then, one day a 

messenger came 

and called us to 
grad, The Prdeuf 

the Universe and their capitol 

city, where we were to meet the 

Queen and her ladies. 


fy 
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When the great and good Queen, 
saw the danger | was in, and 
asked me if | would like to live 
at Court, | could not hide my 


1 joy. 


| believe the farmer also had 
noticed my ill health and so 
was glad to setl me and allow 
his daughter to stay on as my 
friend and teacher. 


We entered a new life in her 
| Majesty‘s service at court, 


The queen's carpenter 
made me a flne box 
to use for bedroom 
and travel, 


ļ 


The furniture was 
nailed to the floor 
{ and the walls padded W 
to prevent any accident 
while 1 was being carried. 


Li 
Tha Queen became 
so fond of my company * 
that she could not eet 
without me near her. Though 
she wes considered a light eater, 
she took up in one mouthful as 
much as a dozen English farmers 
couid eat in a meal and would nibble 
on e piece of meat the size of nine full 
pown turkeys. For a long time this was a 
sickening sight to me. 


Sometimes | would sit with 
the King, who enjoyed 
speaking with me about 
the manners, religion, and 
government of Europe. a 2 


One avaning | became 
Ķ quite axcitad while 
speaking about some 
< great happening. 


The Kira laughed 
and said how stupid 
ara to think = 
4 smart 
whan avan a tiny thing 
like me felt the same way. 


Nor could t help smiling 
myself when i saw what | was, 
or had become. 


(But | would have lived happily In thls cou 
smatiness had not brought certain problems, 


Such as when | teased the Queen’s y 
dwarf about his size. ... i 


..,.and he threw me into a silver 
bow! of cream. After swallowing a quart 1 nearly 
drowned and had to be put to bed. 


Another time | lost my , & 
breakfast to some RP 
songbirds. < 


And once just made it to 
safety during a hail storm 
in the garden. 


| always had hoped to return home someday, though the ship in 
which i arrived was the first ever known to come near thet 
coast. Two years passed before e tour of the King and 
Queen to the South brought me to the only place 
m where | might escape. 
| 
Í 


| longed to sea the ocean so that, et our journey's end, although my 
friend was ill and could nat take care of me, | bagged for someone to 
carry me close to the shore, 


Once there, he put the box 
down, and went off amon: 
the rocks ta look for birds 
eggs. Tired from the day's 
travel, | lay down on my 


Suddenly | was awakened by a 4 
great tug on the ting and 
hearing the noise of wings 
overhead, | felt myself being | 
carried upward at great speed. 


For some time the box was 
tossed about like a sign on a 
windy day, Then just as 

suddenly, falling. . . . 


With a terrible crash the 
box struck the water and, 
thank God, floated! 


For hours | floated, each 
moment fearing the next 
would be my last, until... . 


| first thought | had been 
rescued by pygmies*. And 
when { began to speak, the 
Captain asked me to please 
not shout. 


But recalling my last rescue, I 
showed them certain proofs of 
these facts before going on with 
my story. 

es Dig People 


Believing me, the Ceptein welcomed 
me aboard. | wes delighted by 
everything and laughed at my own 4: 
littleness as people do at thair à 
own mistakes. i 


When | arrived home, my daughter 
knelt to ask my blassing, but | 


wes s0 used to looking sixty feet 
ebove me et people,-1 didn't even 
see her until she stood up. ... 


....€nd when | almost 
knocked my wife over 
trying to pick her up 
with one hand, she 
swore that t should 
never go to sea again. 
But my life wouid be 
filled with edventure 
again soon. 


| Learning of my return, the 
Captain of the Hopewell soon 
paid me a visit. My desire to 
see the world was as strong as 
ever, so when he offered me a 
good place on his next trip | 
could not refuse. 


` In the East Indies, we 
discovered that much of his 
cargo was not ready, so the 
Captain got us a smaller boat 
for trade among the islands 
and made me master of it. 


After three days a great 
storm came up and blew 
us where it wished for 

five days. 


Then on the tenth day pirates 
spotted us and easily 
overtook us. 


| was put overboard with 
littla food and only empty 
islands IN sight. 


Salting from one island to the 

next, On the fifth day | arrived 

at the last and largest. | walked 
among the rocks not knowing 

what to do. The sky was 

perfectly clear and the sun 

Quite hot, when suddenly | was 
standing in a shtdow which felt more 
tikë the shade of a fountelh than thet 
of a elouth ,.. 


t saw peuple moving up anti 
down end about, but | could 
not tell what they were 

* doing. 


Hoping to be a | Began waving my arms, and after a while the 


floating island moved closer t6 shore. 


A voice called out to me in a language 
| did hot understand, and a chair was 
lowered. 


times to remind them where they ate and 
Ayre, Avy seule late er speek 


in fact while | was 
being lead tð the top 
of the island, they 
sometimes forgot 
what they were doing, 
and | was left alone. 


Hfs majesty the King took no Ses 
notice of us when we came in, he 
was so busy thinking about some 
problem. 


Finally he looked up, like 
someone who had just awakened 
and spoke some words to a 
servant who led me toa very 
pleasant apartment, with supper 
and nice company. 


—— 


My math knowledge was much 
help in learning their language | 
as it was made up of math 
figures. 


The following morning | was 
measured for a suit of clothes in 
'| a strange way. 


| The suit was all uneven and did 
not fit well, but | said nothing 
about it and no one seemed to 
notice. indeed, there was not one 

| single right angle in my apartment 

or anywhere on Laputa because 
they disliked them. 


One day 1 awoke to the strange music which was always 
heard when the island moved. it sounded strange to my 
tē hur everybody here played some instrument they 

IKei est, 


At this moment deep in a cave, 

at the heart of the island, 
scientists were changing our 
course, moving us East to Legado, 
the capital of the whole kingdom. 


| Here, with the King's 
permission, | returned 
to land and was sent 
to visit the house of 
| Lord Munodi. | was 
: shocked by the poverty 
| along the way. 


Though | saw many heads and hands, | could not see what they 
were doing, until | reached the lands of Lord Munodi which were 
beautiful and rich. 4 


But with a sigh he told me that many people wanted him to tear i 
everything down and rebuild like the rest of the country, under the 
direction of the Academy of Projectors. It seems that some forty 

years before, a group from the floating island had visited Laputa and 
on their return, decided that they disliked everything below. So 

they began the Academy to be advisors over ali Laputa. 


i 


Being very interested | | 
visited the Academy 
which is not one 
building but a series of 
houses on both sides of 
a street. | 


Here | saw hundreds of scientists coming up with ideas which the 
whole country was supposed to follow, such as: 


taking sunlight 
from cucumbers for 
use on cloudy days, 
teaching spiders to weave 
clothing, building houses from 
the roof down, and 
training pigs to do 
the gardening. 


However none of these ideas have been worked out completely, end 

in the meantime, the houses are falling down, the fields are bare, end 
tie 10, are without food and clothes. | decided to try and return 

to England. 


1 hired a mule and 
traveled to the coast. 


Finally the time to leave came. | 
visited another island on my way 
home, went to Japan, and at 

last England, a few months later. 


When | discovered that 1 
must wait a month for a 
ship to England, some 
people 1 met told me to 
visit Glubbdubdrib, the 
nearby island of the 
Magicians. 


1 happily passed five 
months at home, but 
then took the job of 
Captain aboard the 
Adventurer. If only | 
had learned the lesson 
of knowing when | was 
well off. 


| ttost many men on the 

| difficult trip out and was 
| forced to pick up new 
| sailors at Barbados. 


.. ..and dropped me at the 
Vist Yond Mey saw which Wey 
swore they knew no more of 
than | did. 


1 went up into the country. The 
land was divided by long rows of 
trees, not planted but naturally 
growing. 


Suddenly | came upon the ugliest a 
animal | have ever seen in al! my Pika 


travels. athe “a 
Se A 
oul 


The monster stared at me, 

surprised, but when he came closer 

1 hit him with the flat side of my sword. He roared 
so loudly that a herd from the next field ran over. 


All of a sudden they 
seemed to see something 
and ran off in fear. 
Looking around | saw a 
horse walking in the field. 


When | went to pat him in thanks, he gently but firmly raised his right 
hoof to stop me and then neighed* loudly in such a way that | began 
to think he was speaking to someone. 


Soon, he was joined 
by another horse, 
and the two walked 
around me speaking 
as if discussing a 
serious problem. | 
was surprised and 
thought that if this 
was the way animals 
acted, the people of 
this land must be 
the wisest on earth. 


1 left the horses to speak together as they pleased, but seeing this, one 
neighed after me in such a way that | quickly returned to his side to 
see what he wanted. 


After a while he lad me to a 
long building where he neighed 
saveral times end was answered. 


A horse came out end looked me over. He said the word “Yahoo” 
several times in talking, When | repeated this word, they were 
surprised end repeated it twice as if to teach me. 


They led me to a cage behind 
the building where | sew 
three of those horrible 
creatures | first met efter 

my lending. 


My horror and surpie were 
great when | saw that this 

animal had the same figure as 
a man. 


But the horses seemed 
confused by my clothes 
since they had none. 


| was offered some 
kind of root to eat, but 
refused it as politely as 
possible. 


| pointed to a cow and 


showed them that | should 
like to go and mitk it. 


They then offered me some meat from 
the Yahoo's cage which smelied so bad 
that | turned away. They threw it back 
and it was quickly eaten, 


They seemed to understand, for 
they led me inside and ordered a 
servant to open the pantry. He 
produced a large bow! of milk 
which | drank. This ma 

me feel better. 


+ Just then a visitor arrived to 
eat dinner at the house. 


He was treated with 
great respect, and he 
seemed interested in 
me and pleased with 
the way | acted’ While at dinner they taught 

me the words for oats, milk, fire, and water and 

made me understand their worry that | had 

had nothing solid to eat. 


They offered me oats which | 
first refused but then decided to 
make a simple bread which t 
toasted and ate warm with my milk. 

This is not the first experiment | had made which 
showed how simply a person can eat. 


And never did t have an 
hour’s sickness while | 
stayed on this island. 


My main job was to learn 
their language, which my 
master and everyone in his 
family were happy to teach. 


1 was given a room aay from 
the house but separate from the 
Yahoos, as these horrid man- 
beasts were called. 


ļ 
| My master was most interested in hearing my story. When after many 
| months 1 was at last able to explain how 1 had come to their land, he 
| said I must be mistaken for | had said “the thing which was not.’ 
He could not believe it possible tor YēNO0S to GO anyining toyetner, 
such as sail across the sea. 


In fact, their language has no words for power, government, or 


punishment That sometimes our neighbors want the things which we 
have was impossible in their land. 


That whole countries might go 
to war over what color a coat 
or flag should be was also 
unbelievable to them. 


And to aay soman 17 say a Thing was lini! wis worse than stu. id. 
If speech is to make us understand one another, then saying "the 
thing which was not,” or lying makes language useless. 


And finally, to my master’s shock, 
l explained the role of horses in 
Europe. 


The reader mey wonder why 
| told them of our ways. | 
can only A that the 
goodness of my hosts hed 
made me see man’s actions in a 
different light. Indaed, after a year I 


decided never to return to my Own kind, 
staying instead to watch the Yahoos in hopes of 
better understanding human nature. ... 


... and watching and 
learning the ways of the 
horses in hopes of improving 
myself, 


Yahoos seem to be the most innocent animals, but they have a 
strange love for certain shining stones found in the fields of this 
country. 


These they will dig with their 
hands for days. . .and carty away 
to hide. ,.. 


... „always being careful that 
others will not discover their 
treasure. 


Sometimes a Yahoo though young 
and fat, will go into a corner, 
howling and moaning, and refuse 
all company. 


The only way 
to stop this was to set 
him to hard work and he 
would always come to himself again. 


The word Houyhnhnms in their 
language means a “horse” and 
rightly means the perfect person. 


Friendship and kindness are 
always present among them. A 
stranger here from the farthest 
place is treated as equal to the 
nearest neighbor and is at home 


wherever he goes. 
Be 


Č And] saw that my 
master showed the same 


love for his neighbor's 
children as his own. 


So | settled into a life of happiness, with no doctor to destroy my 
body, no lawyer to ruin my fortune, and no one to watch my words 
and actions. 


One morning my master sadly told me that there were those who | 


thought it was unnatural that | lived in his home and told him to 
send me back where | had geme from. With a broken heart | 
prepared to leave. 


And bid them 
good-bye. 


When a Piessiny ship came to my rescue. | begged them to leave me 
as | was just a poor Yahoo seeking some empty place to pass the 
rest of my unhappy life. 


But the captain insisted that | should return to my family and 


country. When at last | entered the house, my wife took me in 
her arms and kissed me. | passed out, since | was not used to the 
touch of any Yahoo. 


Here | take final leave of 
my reader and return to 
my simple life enjoying 
my own thoughts, while 
practicing those excellent 
virtues | learned amon: 

the Houyhnhnms. | will 

try to teach the Yahoos 

of my own family, and if 
this is possible | may in 
time again be able to 

stand the sight of humans. 

l at least have the friendship 
of two good horses with whom 
| speak for hours each day, and 
they understand me 
perfectly. 
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